
Songs 
Songs of Gold Mountain  
 
 

At home I was in poverty, 
 constantly worried about firewood and rice. 
I borrowed money  
 to come to Gold Mountain. 
Immigration officers cross-examined me; 
 no way could I get through. 
Deported to this island, 
 like a convicted criminal. 
Here –  
Mournful sifhs fill the gloomy room. 
A nation weak; her people often humiliated 
Like animals, tortured and destroyed at others’ whim. 
 
 
 
 
I roam America undocumented. 
White men blackmail me with many demands. 
I say one thing, and they, another; 
I want to complain of injustice, but my tongue stutters. 
At a loss for words –  
I wrack my brain for a solution, to no avail. 
Thrown into a prison cage, I cannot fly away. 
Don’t you think this is cruel?  Don’t you think this is cruel? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Flowery Flag Nation is deep in frost and heavy with snow. 
No one can withstand its winter without a fur coat. 
Traveling is not at all like staying at home; 
In thin clothing on wintry days, my shoulders and 
 arms shrug and shiver in the cold. 
Even if you are brave and strong, 
The fierce wind will bend your back into a bow. 
Prepare a cotton-padded gown and rush it to me! 
Don’t’ make this distant traveler wait anxiously for  
 the journeying geese!*   * migratory geese: metaphor for news messengers 

 

 
 
 
 
Since my departure in Hong Kong, 
She and I are each in different places. 
A long separation makes a person even more miserable. 



How can one ever forget home, sweet home? 
Stranded in a foreign country, 
In dreams my soul encircles my village home. 
Words to wife and children:  don’t worry, you won’t have to wait too long. 
Once I amass the gold, I will be on my way. 
 
 
 
 
Ever since I’ve arrived in Gold Mountain, 
Not one day have I dared forget my family. 
My mind is chaotic, like hemp fibers, with constant thought of home; 
Each meal is hard to swallow, because of sorrow. 
My dear woman: 
Don’t ever think your husband has betrayed your love. 
It’s hard enough to share my words with you in dreams; 
My soul is wandering, every night, my tongue tightened. 
 
 
 
At the moment, I hardly have enough grub to eat. 
But I won’t take it as fate, my final destiny. 
I don’t believe I will live like this till my hair turns white; 
It’s only the low ebb in my life. 
When luck strikes, 
With the whole world behind me, 
I will be rich in a few years’ turn. 
And then, I will buy property and build a Western mansion. 
 
 
 
 
 
Before your social status is revealed, 
You are first judged by the brilliance of your clothes. 
No need to boast about whatever talents you might have –  
Nowadays, in any situation, the exterior is what counts the most. 
My fellow countrymen: 
One day we might celebrate a happy occasion. 
But if you don’t have something presentable to cover your birthday suit, 
Who will choose you to propose a toast in front of everyone? 



 Woodcut images 

 

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_1750_demographic.htm#prints. 

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_1750_demographic.htm#prints


 Memoir 

Primary Source: "Starvation" 

This following excerpt is from a Chinese woman's account of the period ten years after the 1876-1879 famine, when another great famine 

afflicted North China. When she was older, this woman, Ning Lao Tai Tai, narrated the story of her harsh life. At the time of this story, she 

is a young woman with two children, married to a man who has turned out to be an opium addict. (By the late 19th century, it is estimated 

that in some areas of China, as much as 80% of the population of villages were frequent users of opium, and the average is estimated at 

perhaps 10% of the entire population.) This selection gives us a glimpse into what life was like for Ning Lao Tai Tai in North China in 1887-

88. 

Day after day I sat at home. Hunger gnawed. What could I do? My mother was dead. My brother had gone away. When my husband 

brought home food I ate it and my children ate with me. A woman could not go out of the court. If a woman went out to work the neighbors 

all laughed. They said, "So and so's wife has gone out to service." Or they said, "So and so's daughter has gone out to service." I did not 

know enough even to beg. So I sat at home and starved. I was so hungry one day that I took a brick, pounded it to bits, and ate it. It made 

me feel better. 

How could I know what to do? We women knew nothing but to comb our hair and bind our feet and wait at home for our men. When my 

mother had been hungry she had sat at home and waited for my father to bring her food, so when I was hungry I waited at home for my 

husband to bring me food.  

My husband sold everything we had.  

There was a fur hat. He wanted to sell it. But I begged him not to sell it.  

"Let's keep this." It was my uncle's. "Take my coat." He took the coat and sold it for grain. When he came home for food he drank only two 

bowls of millet gruel. I wondered why he ate so little. I looked and found that the hat was gone, and knew that he had sold it for opium. 

Those who take opium care not for food. ... 

One year after my mother died I got a stick and a bowl and started out begging. It was the spring of the year and I was twenty-two. It was 

no light thing for a woman to go out of her home. That is why I put up with my old opium sot so long. But now I could not live in my house 

and had to come out. When I begged I begged in the parts of the city where I was not known, for I was ashamed. I went with my begging 

stick (the little stick with which beggars beat off dogs) up my sleeve, that people should not see it. Every day we went out begging. My 

husband carried the baby and led Mantze. When we came to an open gate I would send her in, for people's hearts are moved by a child. 

...  

Reprinted with permission from Ida Pruitt, A Daughter of Han: The Autobiography of a Chinese Working Woman (Stanford: Stanford 

University Press, 1967), 55, 62. 



Dictation Transcription 
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http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/hb096n972q/

FID4 
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3.2 White and Chinese miners hoping to strike it rich during the California Gold Rush at 
Auburn Ravine in 1852. 

(California State Library [Daguerreotype collection #912]) 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/three/63_02.htm 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/three/63_02.htm


Editorial and political cartoon 

  

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/flipomatic/cic/images@ViewImage?img=brk00001582_16a 

 

 

Excerpt from an editorial that accompanies or explains a political cartoon that was published in “The 

Wasp.”  

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/flipomatic/cic/images@ViewImage?img=brk00001580_16a 

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/flipomatic/cic/images@ViewImage?img=brk00001580_16a


 

Excerpt from letter of Thomas Stillman to his son 

 

 

http://ucblibrary3.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/flipomatic/cic/chs1380@Content?item=4. 

 

http://ucblibrary3.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/flipomatic/cic/chs1380@Content?item=4

